“What Sayeth You? Hosea: Freedom for Fidelity”

Scripture: Exodus 19:1-8

Graphics: prophets, mountain, kings, priests, nation

Big Truth: The prophets of the Old Testament were instructed by God, sometimes begrudgingly, to
speak God’s truth to His chosen people. They were not always received well and received persecu-
tion. Yet, they spoke truth and called the people back to faithful worship and action. Their call was
for repentance, rejection of idol worship, love for God, and return to worship of the One True God,

Yahweh. In our lives, we are called back to true faith and action, worship and prayer, healing and
wholeness during every season of our lives.

Focus Phrase: Our identity in Christ alone leads us to live in freedom and fidelity to Christ.
1. Introduction

A. Well, last week was one of maybe two times in 20 years of preaching, that |
know of, that someone else preach a sermon I wrote. It’s interesting to sit and
listen to the words that the Spirit placed on my heart from someone else’s
voice.

B. Thanks to Greg and all the team and all of YOU who prayed and were here or
worshiping online to support them as I was on the sidelines. Sometimes God
put us on the sidelines for a reason, and I’m thankful for God’s mercy in those
times, amen? What I want you to know is that I love you and I love being your
pastor. Period.

C. OK...let’s get into it today. Last week, we kicked off this sermon series by
asking the question, “What Sayeth You?” Asked a different way, “What do the
Old Testament prophets have to say to us today? What were God’s words to
them, to give to the people, and what does that mean for US?”

D. The first message was from Hosea, from Israel in 722BC. What sayeth you,
Hosea? Well, Hosea told the people that God allowed them to be put in a
difficult spot...so that, they would turn from their idols and their reliance on
themselves...TO God, together...to worship Him alone. And as they returned
to focusing on God, spiritual healing would come. Spiritual healing only
comes through turning your eyes back to God alone.

E. Today, we’ll go WAY back to Moses and God’s message to the Israelites. In
fact, when Moses went up Mt. Sinai to meet with God, somewhere around
1450BC, it was before the Ten Commandments, before the Tabernacle was
designed and built, and before the Torah (or Jewish Law). This was a sweet
time before the people got all twisted up, like we saw in Hosea last week.

F. But, if you think about it, when Moses went up Mt. Sinai, it was just after the
Exodus from Egypt, the people were not sure about the future and were
grumbling about it, and they needed some help.
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In a word, they needed an identity. Who were they? Who was God to them?
What did God expect? And what were they to DO?

This is not an unknown problem for any people group. It’s not unknown to us,
either. Whenever change occurs, there’s a tendency to lose sight of our
identity...things and people are different, maybe WE are different.

Yet, here’s where we’re heading today: Our identity in Christ alone leads us
to live in freedom and fidelity to Christ.

To get there, we’ll go to Exodus 19 and ask “What Sayeth You, Moses?”
Let’s pray and then we can dive in...
PRAY! (Jesus, You are Lord...)

. T hope you brought your bible with you today...let me encourage that. If you

don’t have a bible, come talk to me and we’ll get you one.

Exodus 19...we’ll start in verse 1...

Scripture

A.

B.

©

READ Exodus 19:1-8

As we pick up the story, it was three months after the Exodus from Egypt. You
can go back to read that whole story in the first half of Exodus. Basically, the
people of Israel, millions of them, were slaves to the Egyptians. God used a
series of plagues that struck the Egyptians to force Pharaoh to let God’s people
go. The Israelites were eventually allowed to leave, but were then pursued by
the Egyptian army, whom God then drowned in the Red Sea after the Israelites
crossed through the waters on dry ground to the other side.

Now, 3 months later, the entire nation of Israel finds itself in the Sina1 Desert.

3 months before, their identity was “slaves to the Egyptians”. Now, they were
“wanderers in the desert”. That’s not much of an identity upgrade. In fact,
being a slave was probably more of an identity than being free, so far.

Stacy and I visited the Museum of the Bible a few years ago. One of the really
neat exhibits was of a Bible that slave owners would give to their slaves in the
US during that tragic period in our history. This copy of the bible was heavily
redacted, meaning it had all kinds of things removed from it. One of the
largest sections that had been removed - that the slave owners didn’t want the
slaves to see - was the first half of Exodus. You see, those American slave
owners did NOT want the slaves to read about a million slaves leaving their
slave-masters, or about the God who could do something like that. The slave
owners were OK with stories like Joseph, who was a patient, servant-hearted
slave. But not the Israelites that left Egypt.

In essence, the slave owners didn’t want their slaves to have a collective
identity other than patient, submissive slave, because IF those American slaves
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were to identify with the Israelites it’d lead them to rebel...to try their own
exodus from plantations in the South.

. Identity is a powerful force, especially if that identity is grounded in God and
His plans.

. The people of Israel began to develop an identity when they persevered the
first three months of life wandering in the desert. Yet, God had bigger plans.
He had WAY more for them than just freedom.

As the people camped at the base of Mt. Sinai - the highest peak in the region -
Moses was called up the mountain by God to meet WITH God.

I love the fact that Moses doesn’t speak in this encounter with God. He just
gets to listen and take notes, since everything God said Moses would then
repeat to the people waiting in the desert down the mountain.

. “...say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites...” That’s an interesting
phrase to begin, but it’s important. The people that were camped at the base of
the mountain were BOTH the house of Jacob AND Israelites. Those are the
same people! But there’s a message here: God formerly referred to his people
as the house of Jacob, before Jacob had an encounter with God one day, and
God changed Jacob’s name to: (you guessed it) Israel. As the house of Jacob,
they were NOT a people yet. They had no identity because Jacob was less than
before his encounter with God. As Israel, however, after God promised to
Jacob that on him He would build a people, they WERE a people - the people
of God. Identity!

God said to Moses - “tell them this™:

1. “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself.” Said another way: You were slaves...
and I not only destroyed your oppressors, but | air-lifted you out of Egypt
and brought you to me, here, and now. The message here was that they
needed to remember God’s faithfulness! Oh, how easily we’re like the
Israelites who forget God’s faithfulness to us! But this wasn’t just about
remembering...

i1. God also said to Moses, “If you obey me, and keep my covenant, then out
of all the nations - which are all mine by the way - you will be my treasured
possession.” Can you see where the identity in God is starting to be
established here?

ii1. God goes on further to say, “...you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a
holy nation.”

a. Let’s unpack that for a second, because I don’t think many of us identify
as priests in the way we know that term today...and our nation is
certainly not holy like this suggests. What’s God getting at here?
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b. For starters, the priests of Israel, from the tribe of Levi, were the ones

who would eventually be appointed to lead worship, offer sacrifices, and
care for the religious life of the people. Yet, God’s plan was for every
person who was faithful to Him to have that role...to worship, sacrifice,
and care for the faith of the whole nation.

c. The ultimate goal is what we read in Revelation 1:5-6, when Jesus

returns, “To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood
and made us a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” Revelation 1:50-6)

d. So not only would the people of Israel be God’s treasured possession (I

love that image), but they would be an entire kingdom of people who
worship, lead others in worship, care for the religious life of all the
people.

e. Not only a kingdom of priests, but a holy nation. The Apostle Peter

wrote this after Jesus’ death and resurrection: “But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.”

f. Being holy is being set apart for God’s purposes. It’s like the items we

use for communion or a bible I use in worship. These are holy because
God uses them for His glory, we pray. And, when we do, it proclaims to
the world that we are set apart and used by a loving and holy God!
God’s desire was to set His people apart for Him alone!

The vision for the identity of the people of God is that they would be a
treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation, in direct
response to God’s faithfulness, which he showed POWERFULLY and
MIRACULOUSLY by giving them freedom from years of oppressive
slavery in Egypt.

But the final part of our scripture this morning is the hardest part for them
and for us, even though their answer was clear.

Moses went back down the mountain with his notebook full of these things
he was to tell the people. So, he got back down to the camp and the people
asked, “What sayeth you, Moses? What did God tell you to tell us?”

And when Moses told them all that God said - that he freed them and they
are treasured and that he wants them to be priests and holy - they simply
replied with an incredible faith and resolve: “Everything that the Lord
has spoken we will do.”

viii. We will obey His voice. We will keep His covenant. We receive our

identity as a treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation!
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We will be loved and cherished by God. We will worship and serve the
Lord. We will be set apart from the people around us to be used by God.

They had an identity! They would be free from slavery to be faithful to
God. But more importantly, their identity would be a direct result of their
willingness to do everything God had spoken through Moses!

Their identity in God alone led them to live in freedom and fidelity to God.

3. Application

A. As followers of Jesus - the ones who know the whole plan of God’s salvation
of the world because of Jesus Christ, our identity in Christ alone leads us to
live in freedom and fidelity to Christ.

B. So, what sayeth YOU?

C. First, let me ask this: what gives you identity right now in your life? It’s OK to
be honest about it. When we allow the Holy Spirit to help us answer that
question, then that same Spirit will lead us to God’s desire and answer for us.

1.

1i.

11l

1v.

V1.

I’ve spent time over the past week, mostly when I didn’t have much to do
on the sidelines being sick, listing off more than 120, “I am...” statements.
“I am a pastor...I am a husband...I am a grandpa (my favorite).” Author
and friend Carolyn Moore said that until we can begin to understand who
we are, deep down inside, we can’t get to the place where we allow our
identity in Christ to take the place of all the other labels we use. She wrote
this, ““...when we see ourselves as worthy - not by our own merit, but
through Christ - others benefit from our confidence.”

See, this journey of faith we’re on, like the Israelites in the desert, is based
in community. You and I receive identity from lots of things - work, family
of origin, hurts and experiences. Yet, it’s your identity as part of the body
of Christ and IN Christ that’s God’s most important identity for you.

And if you have everlasting life through salvation in Jesus Christ, you
KNOW that you were once a slave to sin BUT (my favorite word in the
Bible) God rescued you FROM SIN by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

Because of what God did there, or is doing, to give you freedom in the
blood and life of Jesus, in your life, you are called to be priestly and holy.

So, I ask, where IS your identity? Can you begin today to shift it from
being in anything other than Christ, to primarily IN CHRIST?

Those who are not Christians have all the same identities as we do in the
world. They are what they do or who they are related to. The thing they
don’t have that you DO is FREEDOM because of Christ. They may be
faithful to themselves and their friends and family...or a cause or
organization. Yet, they are not truly free.
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vii. When you and I place our primary identity in Jesus, then what WE DO is
not the thing that steers our ship. Jesus steers the ship of your life and the
church and your family and our community...your work and your play.

viil. Your identity in Christ and as a follower of Jesus sets you apart for His
purposes, filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit, to draw and disciple
others to Christ, so that the world can be changed for Christ.

ix. In fact, God has given you freedom FROM slavery to sin precisely so that
you can pursue fidelity to Him. Fidelity is a word we don’t often use, but
it’s a good one. Fidelity means faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief,
demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support.

X. God’s faithfulness has given you freedom from slavery to sin so that your
life can be 100% fidelity to the One who is worthy.

xi. Practically, that means things like hearing the voice of God, obeying what
Jesus commands about loving God and others, serving with your spiritual
gifts, forgiving, sacrificing, denying yourself daily to take up your cross,
and all the 70+ things Jesus commanded of his disciples.

xii. It means helping others do the same things. It means showing them who
Jesus is and inviting them to come and experience freedom for fidelity with
you...to walk in faith together.

xii1. Your identity in Christ alone leads you to live in freedom and fidelity to
Christ.

4. Conclusion

A.

What sayeth you, Moses? Here’s a one-sentence summary of what Moses said
to us today: God’s powerful faithfulness gives us freedom (miraculous,
rescuing, redemptive, life-changing, hope-filled freedom) so that we are
available to be obedient to Jesus through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Imagine a church who knows who it is in Christ, and together, with that
identity, spends all its time making disciples who worship passionately, love
extravagantly, and witness boldly!

Take some time this week to look at where your identity lies right now. Has it
drifted to what you have and what your next goal is? Or is it becoming more
and more who God says you are...and what you are becoming in Him? What
will you DO about it?

What Sayeth YOU?
Let’s pray...



