
January 16, 2023 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  We are writing today with information regarding a 
process of discernment through which the people of the Panama United Methodist Church (UMC) are walking in 
order to make a decision about our future connection with the United Methodist denomination.    

Background 
Over the past several years, disagreements that began around the UMC's understanding of human sexuality, 
regarding same sex marriage and ordination, have evolved into disagreements concerning much deeper issues: 
the authority of scripture, how we live out the doctrines of the church, disagreements with denominational 
leadership, and denominational politics.  These developments grieve us deeply and we find ourselves in a season 
of discernment regarding the possibility of disaffiliating from the UMC. 

The Discernment Process  
A team of leaders has been convened to help us with the disaffiliation discernment process. We invite every 
person connected to the Panama UMC to engage in the discernment process together.  There are several ways to 
walk together in this process.  The first is to review the Disaffiliation Discernment section of our webpage.  (You 
can find that on the Panama UMC webpage at: https://panamaum.org/disaffiliation-information/ ).  Along with 
disaffiliation information on that webpage, there are video recordings of the previous two Town Hall meetings 
held in September 2022 and January 2023.  A prayer guide has been published to orient us, prayerfully, through 
this process.  There is a Question Box located in the Gallery of the church for additional questions you would 
like to ask.  All members of the team (listed below) are available to answer questions as well.  Over the next six 
weeks, we are gathering together small discussion groups to discern and discuss this process.  There are multiple 
legal and financial implications to this decision, outlined on the webpage. 

The Vote 
On Monday, February 13, at 7pm in the Sanctuary, the professing members of the church will vote to decide 
if we will disaffiliate from the UMC.  This vote is limited to only professing members of the church who are 
present in the Sanctuary for the vote.  No remote or absentee voting is allowed under NYS religious corporation 
law.  Each professing member will vote on four resolutions.  The first will be to disaffiliate from the UMC.  The 
second will be to empower the Church Trustees to negotiate with the Upper NY Annual Conference of the UMC.  
The third will be to empower the Church Trustees to care for the property transfer.  The fourth resolution will be 
to affiliate with the Global Methodist Church, a new Wesleyan Methodist denomination that was created and 
launched in May 2022 for former UMCs who disaffiliate from the UMC.  More information about the Global 
Methodist Church can be found on the Disaffiliation webpage noted above, along with comparisons of other 
denominations. 

Thank you for your prayers and faithfulness in this process.  God is in control and we pray that we will follow 
His leading as He calls us, guides us, and provides for us. 

Sincerely,  
The Disaffiliation Discernment Team 
Members: Jackie Haines, Jeff Ireland, Kyle Hinsdale, Denny Furlow, Tim Middleton, Sam Catanese, Marge Vollmer, Cindy 
Cartwright, Greg Edwards, Becky Cable, Carl Davis, Howard Wheeler, Curtis Reynolds, Kelly Johnson


