
“We Beg to Differ” 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2 

Graphics: candles 

Big Truth: Candles give off some light and warmth.  For us, the light of a candle symbolizes the light 
of the world, Jesus.  We are to shine and share that light for all to see. 

Focus phrase:  The Light of the World, Jesus, is with us to shine. 

1. Introduction 
A. VIDEO - The Light 
B. There’s an old story about a grandmother struggling with a life-threatening 

illness. She had her young granddaughter visiting with her one Christmas. The 
granddaughter was watching her grandmother light a candle and place it in the 
window. “Grandma,” the little girl asked, “why do we light candles on 
Christmas?”   The grandmother said, “We light candles on Christmas, my dear, 
to tell the darkness we beg to differ.” 

C. Lighting candles… A night like tonight has a significant amount of candles - 
more than usual.  We have candles in the Advent Wreath, candles in this 
candelabra, and you each have a candle to light later. 

D. Here are a few fun facts about candles: 
i. Candles are composed of two parts: a plaited wick of cotton yarn treated 

with boric acid and other chemicals, and a cylinder of wax.  
ii. When you light a candle, heat from the flame melts the wax, which is 

pulled up the wick by capillary action and vaporized.  
iii. And, hydrocarbon molecules are then released into the air, along with 

particles of soot — which are themselves rich in carbon, because they have 
a relatively low hydrogen-to-carbon ratio. 

iv. Candles give off light and heat, as well, but they aren’t really that good at 
either of those things, compared to a lightbulb or a wood fire. 

E. Now, that may be more than you ever wanted to know about candles! 
F. But there’s something about a candle.  There’s even more than something 

about a candle on Christmas Eve at a candlelight service in the sanctuary.   
G. That’s one of the main reasons we come out on a freezing cold Christmas Eve, 

isn’t it? We’re eager to end this service, holding candles in our hands and softly 
singing the words of “Silent Night.”  

H. It transports us someplace.  It’s like taking a breath.  Or pushing the darkness 
in the world aside for a moment.  We all have a desire, deep within us, like the 
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grandmother in the opening story, to tell the darkness around us, “We beg to 
differ!” 

I. We know that darkness never sleeps.  We experience that.  We know that there 
is real darkness in our world - of brokenness and sin, of evil and all the things 
that come with that. 

J. In reality, our feeble candle flames tonight make no impression on THAT 
darkness. Candles don’t shed a lot of light, really — just think back to your last 
power failure at home. Maybe you had to go rummaging around in the kitchen 
drawer until you found that old candle stub and struck the match. Then you 
breathed a sigh of relief, even as you inhaled that sulfurous match odor. Maybe 
you even sat there and stared at the glowing flame for a moment or two, just to 
reassure yourself: Sorry, darkness, you won’t win tonight. 

K. In a power failure, you discover just how many candles you need to make up 
for one darkened light bulb, and that’s just indoors. Carry your candle outside 
at night and hold it up to the starry heavens. You’ll discover how utterly 
insignificant that light seems, how effectively it’s swallowed up by darkness. 

L. Yet, we still feel compelled to do it. Still, we light the candles. Why? 
2. Scripture 

A. The answer to why we do it is found in the book of Isaiah.  The prophet wrote:  
B. The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  
on them light has shined (Isaiah 9:2). 

C. We come to the sanctuary on Christmas Eve not because it’s well-lit, and not 
because we physically need the illumination of the candles we hold. We come 
because something inside us calls us to that place. 

D. Maybe you can’t put a name to it, this power that calls you. Maybe you’re not 
even sure if you believe in it — but you feel better, somehow, when you’re in a 
roomful of others, holding candles high and singing familiar carols. Call it 
sentimentality if you want, but it brings each one of us to the very edge, to the 
border, between doubt and faith. 

E. Something rises within our souls and warms to the glow of the Christmas 
candles. The rational mind can’t explain it. The power that calls us to the 
sanctuary is not a light of our own creation. It’s not jolly “Christmas cheer,” 
nor human good will, nor wishes, nor accomplishment.  

F. As we raise our candle to receive light from a neighbor, we acknowledge that 
we are already in darkness — that we don’t possess, within ourselves, the 
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power to push back the gloom of human or natural evil. We light the candles in 
hope that light will come to us, unbidden, from beyond ourselves. 

G. But what - or better WHO - is this Light that can dispel the true darkness in my 
life?  The church’s ancient Nicene Creed gives us the answer.  It proclaims… 

H. God of God, light of light, 
Very God of Very God; 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made, 
who for us … and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the Virgin Mary … 

I. That’s all about Jesus.  The greatest wonder of it all is this: the Light took on 
human form and was laid down on the prickly straw of a Bethlehem manger. It 
cried, it slept, and it ate. In time, it played and learned. It fought and loved, 
taught and healed — and, gently and lovingly, led others to a vastly greater 
light than any candle ever. 

J. But that light grew.  Then came the day when that “God from God, light from 
light, Very God from Very God,” stumbled to a cross on Calvary and allowed 
his human light to be extinguished. His enemies sealed him inside a dark tomb. 
And yet, three days later, he burst forth under His own power, in a blaze of 
heaven-sent glory that has not been extinguished since — not ever. “The light 
shines in the darkness,” as John puts it in his Gospel, “and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” 

3. Application 
A. On Christmas Eve, we hold candles in our hands as our way to proclaim that 

truth about Jesus. The light from these candles will last only a few brief 
moments, long enough to sing a carol or two. As we sing, we’ll feel the warm 
embrace of Christian community, and celebrate the presence of the Christ child 
in our midst. But then, we’ll leave this place to go home, or maybe to others 
we’re visiting. 

B. The question is: how will we journey from here? Will we leave this place the 
same as when we entered? Will we step out into that dark night unaffected — 
untouched — by the beautiful vision of Mary and Joseph and the babe lying in 
a manger? 

C. He expects more of us than that, this Jesus - the babe of Bethlehem. See, 
because these candles are not just about Jesus being the Light of the World, 
even though He is and they are.  The Good New is that, “You are the light of 

3



the world,” Jesus once told his disciples. “A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid” (Matthew 5:14). The light you hold in your hands is not simply for your 
own personal illumination. Just as we will pass the light from one candle to 
another, the light of this Christian faith of ours is for sharing - for showing - to 
the world. 

D. Did you ever notice that, when you light someone else’s candle, your own light 
is not diminished? The most important things in life — faith, hope, joy, peace,  
and love — are like that. Sometimes we fear losing them, so we try to keep 
them to ourselves, and that’s a tragedy. Sometimes we fear that our flickering 
flame is not enough. 

E. But, as the angel said to Mary, “Do not be afraid!”  It’s not your light to begin 
with! The spirited little flame, dancing atop our candle wicks, reminds us that 
the Light came from someplace else. It’s part of a vastly greater fire, the flame 
of love that burns at the very heart of this God-touched universe.  Let’s hear 
these words again… 

F. The people who walked in darkness  
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
on them light has shined (9:2). 

G. On us, light has shined.   His name is Jesus.  Because we have glimpsed the 
great light beaming into our darkness tonight, we light our candles.  It’s the 
closest we can get tonight to saying to the darkness, “We beg to differ!” 

H. We hold them high. We sing praise to Jesus, the Son of God, whom our carol 
names as “love’s pure light”: 

I. Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

J. Let us lift our lights high - lift JESUS high - so all the world can see.  
4. Conclusion 

A. Then - tonight and every night - every day too - the light of Jesus shines.  
To the darkness we proclaim,  “We beg to differ!   We have Jesus, the 
Light of the world!” 

B. I pray you have a Merry Christmas as you carry His light with you tonight and 
into tomorrow. 

C. Let’s pray and get some more LIGHT in this place… 
D. Silent Night…

4


