
“J.O.Y. - Jesus Our Yes” 
Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Graphics: JOY 

Big Truth: God said YES to the world when He sent Jesus to be born as a baby.  God continued to 
say YES to humanity by all that Jesus did as Savior and Lord.  Jesus is Our Yes from God and brings 
JOY into our lives because He is our Savior and Lord. 

Focus Phrase:  Jesus is Our Yes! 

1. Introduction 
A. When I say Jesus, you say “YES!”  Ready?  Jesus - YES!  JESUS - YES!   

JESUS - YES! 
B. It’s Christmas Day!  What a JOY to worship on this day, as we celebrate the 

FIRST Christmas Day - when Jesus was born! 
C. On the first Christmas, God said YES to humanity!  God said YES to forgive-

ness of sin.  God said YES to being WITH US - Emmanuel.  God said YES to 
salvation forever.  God said YES to US! 

D. God said YES to Jesus being the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  God said 
YES to the ONE who would sit on the throne of his ancestor David.  God said 
YES to the ONE who would fulfill ALL the prophecies in the Old Testament 
that were pointing to the Messiah to be born. 

E. God said YES to the angels in the night sky and the shepherds in the fields out-
side Bethlehem.  He said YES to the Wise Men from the East. 

F. God said YES to young Mary and Joseph. 
G. Jesus IS God’s unequivocal, never-ending, confident, powerful, light-busting-

forth, blessed and hopeful, “YES!” 
H. And if THAT doesn’t bring you JOY this morning, then it’s time to dive deeper 

into who this Jesus IS that was born on that starry night in Bethlehem. 
I. Because, J.O.Y., for this morning, means Jesus is Our Yes!  J-O-Y! 

2. Scripture 
A. Last night, we read the whole story of Jesus’ birth from beginning to end.  We 

know the how and who and when from the prophets like Isaiah and the gospels 
of Matthew and Luke. 

B. This morning, let’s take a different angle.  Let’s turn in our bibles to Hebrews 
chapters 1 and 2.  In Hebrews chapters 1 and 2, we read the very beginning of a 
VERY long sermon to the Hebrew people about Jesus - YES!  But, for the au-
thor of Hebrews, it’s all about Jesus! 

C. Let’s PRAY! (Jesus, You are Lord…) 
D. READ Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
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E. Jesus is God’s YES! 
F. Here is a summary of what the author of Hebrews tells us.  Jesus is… 

i. (in chapter 1) a person who has spoken to us, v. 2 
ii. the heir of all things, v. 2 
iii. creator of the worlds, v. 2 
iv. the reflection of God's glory, v. 3 
v. the exact imprint of God's very being, v. 3 
vi. the sustainer of all things by his powerful word, v. 3 
vii.he who made purification for sins, v. 3 
viii.seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high, v. 3 
ix. superior to the angels, v. 4 
x. blessed with a name "more excellent" than the angels, v. 4 
xi. (in chapter 2) he is crowned with glory and honor, v. 9 
xii.he tasted "death for everyone," v. 9 
xiii.he who was made "perfect through sufferings," v. 10 
xiv.But even after all that, why do we care?  
xv. Here’s why: (ready?) Because this person, Jesus, claims US — yes, US! — 

as his brothers and sisters! (v. 11). 
G. Jesus was prophesied about, foretold to His people, was miraculously born, 

grew up, taught, loved, and performed miracles, suffer, and died on a cross for 
our sins, walked out of his own grave, ascended to heaven, is seated at the Fa-
ther’s right hand, and is coming back one day to make ALL things right! 

H. BAM!   AND…AND…AND…You and I are heirs with HIM of it all! 
I. THAT is the source of our JOY, even in the midst of our human condition.  

Psalm 30:5 says, “For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.” 

J. The birth of Jesus at Christmas is God’s definitive answer to the darkness in the 
world!  The incarnation of Jesus in human form is God’s solution to our prob-
lem. 

K. And I don’t know about you, but when I find a godly solution to a worldly 
problem, there’s JOY!  I often will proclaim, out loud, “YES!” 

L. Jesus is Our Yes! From God.  Jesus is our JOY! 
3. Application 

2



A. The Testimonies of Joy that we heard this morning are a YES to God’s YES!  
We don’t share our joys as much as God deserves, but wouldn’t that change the 
whole game? 

B. I think we don’t share our joys more because life can be hard at times.  We find 
ourselves stuck on the past or the confused by people or by our own emotional 
responses to what’s happening.  We get tired and cranky and maybe say things 
we shouldn’t.  Our flesh nature wants what we want, and if we don’t get what 
we want we let it rob us of our joy, happiness, and contentment. 

C. But we know that real JOY doesn’t come from the gifts under the tree or getting 
what we want.  Real lasting JOY comes through Jesus alone! 

D. Because of Jesus, when we say YES to Him in our lives, every darkness is 
light.  Every prayer is answered.  Every struggle is redeemed.  Every sin is for-
given.  Every temptation is blocked. 

E. Jesus truly IS our JOY…He is Our YES from God for it all!  God WANTS us 
to have joy!  Jesus is God’s YES to us. 

F. If I can get personal for just a moment.  There have been some challenging 
times over the past few months in ministry.  I caught myself saying things like, 
“I don’t like the Advent season.  It’s a lot of work.  It’s extra stuff and blah blah 
blah.”  Earlier this week, God caught me by complete surprise.  I prayed for 
God to replace that grumpy, tired, sinful attitude with something else.  And do 
you know what He did?  God simply said to me, “Steve, this can be the most 
amazing week if you let it be…because of Jesus.” 

G. So, for the past week, I’ve chosen JOY over anything else.  And, do you know 
what?  It’s been the best week of the season.  Go figure! 

H. Jesus is MY Yes.  And I’m inviting you, today, you flannel-wearing, ready for 
more presents and pie, Jesus-worshiping, hearty, faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ…choose JOY - not because the world has it or knows about it.  But, be-
cause Jesus is Our YES! 

4. Conclusion 
A. This morning, Stacy and I have a gift for each family that’s here today.  

Giving, for us, is one small way of sharing the joy we have in Jesus with you.  
So, before you leave, make sure you meet us at the back doors and we will 
wish you, personally, a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and give you 
the gift of something sweet. 

B. Before we sing and get launched out of here with joy in our hearts, let’s try that 
cheer one more time! 

C. When I say Jesus, you say YES!  Jesus - YES!  JESUS - YES!   
JESUS - YES! 

D. Let’s PRAY!
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