
“Faith That Moves Mountains: Faith to Forgive” 
Scripture: Luke 17:1-10 

Graphics: mountains 

Big Truth: Faith is the bedrock of our relationship with God and with others.  Faith impacts every 
part of our lives - or should.  Jesus repeatedly calls his disciples to understand faith in the context of 
the mission to make disciples and transform the world.  In this series, the people of Panama UMC 
we’ll hear Jesus instruct the disciples about forgiveness, about being healed…faith to persist in 
prayer, and faith to humble ourselves before the Lord.  Faith small enough to do incredible things but 
all we need to allow God to do them through us. 

Focus Phrase: I have faith to forgive. 

1. Introduction 
A. Today we’re stating a brand new series from the gospel of Luke called Faith 

That Moves Mountains. 
B. I thought about starting the intro with the George Michael song from 1987 

called Faith, but the lyrics are trashy and the video is even worse!  I’m 
surprised I actually made it though the 80s, honestly. 

C. But the chorus to that song says, “You gotta have faith!”  And it’s something 
that Jesus was known to say for very different reasons than Mr. Michael. 

D. Throughout the gospels, Jesus talks about the faith of the disciples, the faith of 
those who receive healing, the LACK of faith of the disciples, and the faithless 
Pharisees.   

E. Tabby gave us a glimpse into Peter’s life earlier as he attempted to walk on 
water with Jesus…but because of fear and a lack of faith, he began to sink. 

F. In Matthew 17:20, Jesus said to his disciples, “For truly I tell you, if you have 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from 
here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

G. He said that in response to a scene in Matthew 17 when the disciples tried to 
heal an epileptic boy.  AND THEY COULDN’T DO IT.  So they brought the 
boy to Jesus and he was INSTANTLY healed.  The disciples asked why they 
couldn’t heal the boy and Jesus said, “Because of your little faith.” 

H. Ouch!  The disciples had a faith crisis. And if I’m honest, I have a faith crisis at 
times. I’d be standing with my jaw open with the disciples as Jesus said that. 

I. But we do have a faith crisis at times.  It’s not that we don’t believe.  We do!  
It’s that we don’t allow our faith to move mountains or heal paralytics or even 
do things like allow us to forgive or give or receive God’s full blessing for our 
lives. 

J. So this series isn’t about having faith big enough to raise someone from the 
dead.  It’s about having a faith small enough to allow Jesus to do amazing 
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things through us.  And I’m not talking small faith…I’m talking faith that is 
small before the Lord, who is the One in which we PUT our faith. 

K. Over the next few weeks, we’ll hear Jesus instruct the disciples about faith to 
offer forgiveness, and about being healed…faith to persist in prayer, and faith 
to humble ourselves before the Lord.  Faith small enough to do incredible 
things in Jesus. 

L. We’ll look at several sayings and parables of Jesus and find out how to apply 
those directly to our lives…faith that moves mountains. 

M. Let’s pray and then we’ll start in Luke 17… 
N. PRAY! 
O. Open your bible with me to Luke 17, starting in verse 1…faith to forgive. 

2. Scripture 
A. READ Luke 17:1-4 

i. Scholars generally agree that these first 4 verses are really two separate 
sayings of Jesus…one about the danger of causing someone else to stumble 
and the other about forgiving anyone who sins against you. 

ii. Now, they’re related, right?  If someone stumbles in their faith, then they 
need to repent to God and receive forgiveness, which God wants to do.  If 
someone causes someone else to stumble, they need to not only repent to 
God, but they need to repent to the person they caused to stumble or to have 
a faith crisis.  A simple example might be someone who persists on pulling 
you into gossip and you go along with it, knowing that it’s not right.  
There’s a need for repentance all over the place there. 

iii. Jesus said that even if a disciple sins, and EVEN IF they sin AGAINST 
YOU, if they repent of that sin, no matter how many times they sin and 
repent, you (listen) MUST (MUST) forgive. 

iv. That’s a tall order, Jesus! 
v. John Wesley, the founder of our Methodist movement, intentionally built 

small groups into the life of the church for the single purpose of 
accountability.   Have you sinned?  How?  Are you repentant?  That’s what 
people who attended the band meeting would talk about?   And forgiveness 
would flow and healing would be experienced…deep spiritual and 
emotional healing. 

vi. But that’s exactly what Jesus was talking about…and it was really hard for 
the disciples to get their heads around it…and it’s hard for US to do that. 

vii. If someone hurts us, we don’t WANT to forgive.  If someone HURTS us 
over and over, that’s even more difficult for us. 
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viii.And, so the disciples had a crisis of faith…they heard the words and they 
understood what Jesus was saying…they just didn’t know if they could do 
it.  Which is why they said this next thing in verse 5…let’s keep going… 

B. READ Luke 17:5-10 
i. Now, at first glance, the rebuke from Jesus about the disciples’ faith and the 

parable of the slave who came in from the fields seem to be unrelated. 
ii. But here’s the point Jesus was making:  You HAVE what it takes!  You 

have the faith you need to forgive an unlimited number of times.  You have 
what it takes to do whatever it is that God is asking of you…because you 
have faith! 

iii. And that faith doesn’t somehow need to be perfect or huge or better than 
other people.  That faith simply needs to be ready and willing to grow from 
where it is today to where God can use it for HIS purposes. 

iv. Jesus started by saying that they only needed faith the size of a mustard 
seed and that bushes and (in Matthew’s gospel) whole mountains would be 
moved. 

a. That’s metaphorical, of course, but this isn’t any indication of the 
AMOUNT of faith someone was to have…thinking all I need is a tiny 
amount of faith and that’s ALL I need and don’t need it to grow.  

b. The disciples were looking for something more…something that 
someone (Jesus perhaps) could give them so that they would be able to 
DO what Jesus said.  They wanted a faith vending machine. 

c. Instead, Jesus told them, and us, that because they believed in HIM, they 
have everything they needed to forgive…and that they CAN forgive and 
they MUST forgive. 

d. And when they were done forgiving, they shouldn’t expect to be 
somehow honored or congratulated for forgiving others…they should be 
thankful that their faith led them to and equipped them to forgive. 

e. Finally, Jesus confirmed that his disciples had the necessary resources to 
forgive when he said they were to declare, after forgiving others, that 
they - like slaves - “have done only what we ought to have done!” 

3. Application 
A. Now, we don’t know in the gospels what the disciples said about what Jesus 

just told them.  
B. But what do YOU say? 
C. Is forgiveness easy for you?  Is your faith a motivating factor in whether or not 

you are able to, willing to, or ready to forgive someone who has hurt you…
wronged you…betrayed you? 
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D. I’m sure at times we’ve all said, “I just don’t know if I can forgive.” 
E. At those moments, if you’re willing, Jesus speaks into your heart and says, 

“You have everything you need…you have faith in me…and you must 
forgive.” 

F. But we know that there are barriers to forgiveness we come up against.  What 
are some of the real barriers to forgiveness that Jesus showed us in this pas-
sage?  Is having faith the ONLY thing that’s needed? 
i. The answer to that is No. 
ii. Jesus said that one barrier to full forgiveness every time is an unwillingness 

to be repentant.  Let’s talk about repentance for a minute. 
a. Repentance is not just saying you’re sorry.  When a child gets caught 

with her hand in the candy jar right before a meal, that young one may be 
sorry that she got caught…but repentance is learning to not go for the 
candy jar before dinner.   But, that’s not even the point.  The point would 
be that she would obey her parents, who have told her not to eat candy 
before dinner. 

b. That’s a small example, but we can apply that to lots of different ways 
that we sin.  What you watch.  What your eyes linger on.  What your de-
sires focus on.  What you say.  What you do.  What you think.  Where 
your thoughts go to when no one is with you or you have idle time.  The 
choices you make and the priorities you set.  The point is not to simply 
not do those things which are or lead into sin.  The point is to obey the 
One who gives us the commandment to love God and love each other. 

c. Repentance means turning FROM those things and turning towards God 
in all things.  Yes, there’s sorrow and guilt, but even more there’s a new 
focus on God as you turn from the sin and face God. 

iii. Jesus said, if a person offends or causes someone else to stumble - someone 
who sins - that person must repent of that sin.  That person must turn from 
that sin and face your holy God.  And, if that person sins against you, then 
they must turn and face you as well. 

iv. But, if that person repents to God and to you, truly turning from their sin 
and facing God and you, you MUST forgive.  You have what it takes be-
cause God made the way for forgiveness on the cross.  And if Jesus did all 
the work for reconciliation and forgiveness on that cross, then you have eve-
rything you need - every ounce of faith you need if you believe that - to for-
give, even when it’s costly. 

v. Now the question could be asked, what happens when someone doesn’t re-
pent and doesn’t turn to face God or me?   
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vi. Jesus makes it clear that even through their may not be full reconciliation 
between you and that person, you STILL have everything you need to for-
give that person in your heart…with the sure hope that SOMEDAY there 
can also be reconciliation. 

vii.Your faith is then faith that God can move a mountain through your act of 
simple obedience and peace. 

G. As we go out from this place today, here are three takeaways - application 
points - are this: 
i. #1 - If you’re the offender in any situation, repent to God and repent to 

anyone who you’ve caused to stumble. 
a. This is probably the hardest part of this process, because we never like to 

see our sin for what it is.   
b. Instead, we either try to rationalize our words and actions or we hope no 

one will notice. 
c. Being willing to admit our sin and then take it before the Lord is the only 

pathway to full forgiveness and freedom in Christ.  And HE WILL GIVE 
YOU THE STRENGTH. 

ii. #2 - If you’ve been hurt or someone has caused you to stumble, forgive, 
whether they are willing to repent or not. 
a. If they are, then reconcile and keep growing that relationship. 
b. If they are not, then pray for them every day until they do or until the 

Holy Spirit gives you freedom from that circumstance.  Pray is POWER-
FUL to heal and help clarify God’s will in ALL things! 

c. If they never repent, then you will stand before God blameless if your 
faith was small enough to humble yourself before God in that. 

iii. Finally, #3 - Allow your faith to grow so that forgiveness becomes the only 
way forward. 
a. Sanctification - becoming more and more like Jesus - is the process that 

changes our lives for God’s holy purposes. 
b. As we’ll see in the weeks to come, faith CAN move mountains…but 

mainly that starts with me…and you…and what’s in here (heart). 
c. Let you faith grow…like a mustard seed that grows into a bush big en-

ough for birds to come and roost in it. 
4. Conclusion 

A. This week, here’s a breath-prayer for you.  A breath-prayer is a simple phrase 
that you can pray under your breath as a way for the Holy Spirit to grow you. 

B. It’s this, “I have faith to forgive.  Thank you, Jesus.” (repeat) 
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C. You DO have the faith to forgive…and when there’s repentance, there’s free-
dom and future…and God is glorified. 

D. Let your life be filled with faith in all seasons…faith that moves mountains. 
E. Let’s PRAY!
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