GRACE NOTES - July 2017
Rev. Steven M. Taylor, Lead Pastor
Panama United Methodist Church

From Pastor Steve’s Desk...

Welcome to this edition of the Grace Notes! We're so glad you picked up this copy of the Panama United
Methodist Church newsletter! Everything you need to know about what is going on at Panama United
Methodist Church and our community is in here...enjoy!

Well Done!

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things. | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master’.” Matthew 25:23

The words above are from a story that Jesus was telling to his disciples, and the topic was faithful-
ness with the gifts that God had given us to steward in this life. Those gifts include the gift of money, pos-
sessions, time, energy, and so much more. And the whole point of the parable Jesus told was that God
wants us to be faithful with the tasks and efforts He gives us, to that we’ll train ourselves to be faithful with
the work of the Kingdom that God is calling us into in the future. As | read this verse again this morning,
my heart is filled with gratitude and challenge.

Over the last four months, our church has been immersed in a scriptural finding campaign called
CenterPoint. The purpose of the campaign has been and will be to, “Connect God’s Vision with our Com-
munity”. The vision God has been giving us for several years is that we want every child, youth, and adult
to hear and respond to the gospel message of hope and salvation in Jesus Christ. We have a desire to be
a church in, for, and with our community, serving needs, inviting people to come, and going out in Jesus;
love, inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit. This isn’t just something we say...it's something we’ve
been doing in many ways. (Continued on next page)

Panama United Methodist Church Mission Statement
We seek to love the Lord God by introducing people to
His Son Jesus Christ and helping these relationships to grow.




From Pastor Steve’s Desk...(Continued)

This latest project to expand on the potential we have for our community is a blessing and a chal-
lenge. It's a blessing because we have felt God moving us in new ways and with new people in new ways.
It's a challenge because the work of raising funds for the CenterPoint project has taken much effort, time,
and prayer. Now, as we come to the time when we all join together to make our prayer-informed commit-
ments to the campaign for the next three years, | look back to the last four months and can do nothing
more than give thanks to God. There is no way we get tho this point without the daily guidance and leading
of the Holy Spirit. Together, we can fund this project, and then launch into expanded ministry in Jesus
name.

| want to take the opportunity to thank you, the people of the Panama UMC, and say, “Well done!”
We have much work ahead of us as we move into the next phase of this project, but know that, together,
we can do all things through Christ. Keep praying. Keep engaging. Keep loving each other and our com-
munity. There is much fruit to be seen, and more will come as we gather together and live on mission for
Jesus. Well done!

Blessings,

Pastor Steve

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 3 - Prayer and Praise Gathering; 7pm; Library
July 4 - Have a safe and fun Independence Day!
July 5 - Stewardship Lesson #4; 3:30pm; Pastor’s Office
July 5 - Praise Team Rehearsal; 6pm
July 5 - Trustee Team Meeting; 7pm
July 7 - Campaign Leaders’ dinner at Kyle and Brynne’s; 6:30pm
July 9 - Stewardship Discovery #4; 10:15AM

July 9 - Children’s Party at Sherman Community Church; 4:30pm

July 9 - Celebration Event at Sherman Fire Hall; 5pm (arrive early)

July 10 - 14 - HeroCentral Vacation Bible School; 5:30 - 8:30pm

July 23 - CenterPoint Firstfruits Sunday; 10:15am

August 26 - Back-To-School-Bash at PCS; 10am-2pm
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SUNDAY MORNING TEAM for JULY

Ushers
Joel and Jessica Keefer
Mark and Karen Morton

Nursery Helpers

July 2
Birth-2: Barb Tordellag and Azzaria Hardin

3-4: Marge Vollmer and Graham Vollmer

July 9
Birth-2: Jenn Johnson and Dawn Sard

3-4: Susie Davis and Kim Davie

July 16
Birth-2: Thea Kester and Lilly Odell
3-4: Julia Nelson and Andrew Lescynski
July 23
Birth-2: Jason and Jolene Ayres
3-4: Amanda Kolstee and Natalie Odell

July 31
Birth-2: Jessica Keefer and Riley Seekings

3-4: Tina Swineford and Kathy Foulk

Thank you for volunteering to take care of
our little ones during the worship service.
We appreciate you!

If something comes up and you cannot serve,

please trade with someone or find a replacement.

You may call Debbie in the Church office
(M-TH) by calling 782-4031.

THANK YOou!!

Pan

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

ma

Growing people in Christ.

Be sure to keep updated on PU'11MC
meetings and events by checking the
online calendar and Pastor Steve’s week-
ly Churchmail.

The PUMC website is
www.panamaum.org
Did you know we are also on
Facebook? Check us out at
www.facebook.com/panamaum

You certainly wouldn’t want to
miss the “happenings”
by being uninformed!

Looking for a way to share God'’s love?
Feeling hospitable?

Join the Sunday Morning Hospitality Team!
We can use your help to greet people as
they come in our doors and share a cup of
coffee with them.

Julie Nelson is in charge of the coffee hour
while Mary and Bert are away. If you would
like to bake, purchase treats, make coffee,
etc., please see Julia.

We are also always looking for door greeters
during the 9am hour. You can sign up on the
Welcome Table or call the church office.
YOU can be the happy, welcoming face
newcomers encounter when they
first enter God’s house in Panama.

In need of meals?

|
|
|
I
W.A.M. has had another opportunity to :
provide meals. :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Again, if you have a need for meals,
please let Kathy Foulk know.



Panama
United Methodist
Church

Discover Your Strength in God! _

Vacation Bible School

July 10-14, 2017

(Please note: dates are Monday - Friday)

6:00-8:30 pm
Community Dinner: 5:30pm

School Supplies will be collected each night to support the
Panama Back to School Bash on August 26.

Panama United Methodist Church
22 East Main Street, Panama, NY  716-782-4031 www.panamaum.org



Lisa Anne Matteson
and
Devin Michael Ireland
exchanged wedding vows on July 1, 2017
at the Panama United Methodist Church.

They were married by Pastor Steven M. Taylor.

God is the author of yet another chapter in your lives.
May you be richly blessed as your future, together, unfolds.
The love and blessings from your PUMC family are with you today...
and always.

WHITE GIFT FUND

COCNECTIONS

Are you aware of a community need?

We have a White Gift Fund with available ministry dollars.

: Weare always in need of stacks vou Know of o roed. olease talk o Pastor S
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your generosity!

Come and check out the i
*xFFFLUNCH BUNCH®**%%% TOGETHER
Find it on July’s calendar |
and make plans to join us! ; ...in PRAYER




PRIMARY GOALS
OF THE
PANAMA UMC

-

Helping people to turn away from a
life of self-rule and becoming fully-
devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

2.

Equipping devoted Christ-followers
to be effective at sharing their faith
so they can lead others into a
life-giving relationship with God.
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries

John Hart

Richard Edwards, Marilyn Storms

James Ireland

Roger/Thea Kester

Jody Marsh, Dick Nagel, Wyatt Braun,
James/Katie Ireland

Linda Sturges

Zadok Hughesman, Cliff/Rachel Reardon

Steve/Jamie Halpainy

Josiah Sprague

Jackson Scolton

Ed/Barb Trisket, Ray/Cindy Cartwright,
Joe/Kelly Osborne

Rachel Anderson, Kayo Auge, Carrie Edwards

Cameryn Eggleston, Bob Johnson,
Bill/Heather Schneider

Tory Irgang, Daniel/Anna Cartwright

Sarah Collins, Dan McGaffick, Connie Middleton,

Dan Landin

Shawn Schnars

McKenna Kolstee

Jennie Feliciano

Graham Miller

Richard/Joyce Edwards

Lisa Miles, Ashley Dempsey,
Andrew/Wende Lescynski

Julie Nagel, Jon/Jennifer Anderson

God’s Groceries Food Pantry

(Tina Swineford)

Please be aware that when it comes time to move the Food Pantry

for our building project, we’ll need your help!

If this is something you would be interested in helping with,

please talk with Tina Swineford or Kathy Foulk.



Our Sympathy to the families of...

Betty M. Lawson
June 30, 1929 - June 10, 2017

Betty is survived by her daughter, Pam (Jerry) Ireland and
son, Randy Lawson (Nancy Whitmore).

She is survived by her grandchildren, Erica Ireland (David Dix),
James (Katie) Ireland, Jessica (Joel) Keefer, Gregory Ireland,
Lauren (Don) Dalrymple and Sarah (David) Heald.

She is also survived by her 11 great grandchildren,

Mel, Cameryn, Corinne, Chase, Aiden, Maggie Jo,

Cody, Sutton, Dayton, Slade and Sorin.

Betty was predeceased by her brother Maynard McCullor on May 9, 2017.

Memorials may be made to the Falconer Public Library, Bethlehem Lutheran Church
or the Falconer Fire Department Rescue Squad.

James R. “ Jim”’ Lictus

November 18, 1933 - June 12, 1017

Jim is survived by his wife, Lynette.
He is survived by his children, Claudia (Jeff) Bemis, Carole (Mike) Silverling,
Lant (Cherrie) Lictus, and Amy (Jon) woods.

Jim is also survived by his grandchildren, Kyle (Brynne) Hinsdale, Sarah (Nick) Schnarrs,
Kara (Ben) Bemis, Kayla Bemis, Alex (Alyssa) Lictus, Andrea (Chad) Ball, Dan Lictus,
Evan Woods, Anna Woods, Emma Woods, Makenna Woods, and Grant Lictus.

He is also survived by four great grandchildren, including Gerrit and Bryce Hinsdale.

Memorials may be made to the Clymer Volunteer Fire Department or the
Clymer United Methodist Church.

Fhe bove and prayews of the church and community
are with you and your boved anes as you continue




PUMC Discipleship Group Information

CHAT
George and Trudy Anderson
First Thursday of every month
gaanderson@windstream.net; 782-3252

RADICAL
Carl and Susie Davis
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month
appleoaktreefarm@yahoo.com or suesue5@windstream.net; 782-4611

Ladies of Light (pausing until fall)
Cindy Furlow
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month; 7pm
cfurlow@chautauquamachinecom; 782-2775

Band of Brothers
Craig Vollmer
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month; 7pm
craig.vollmer@gmail.com; 763-0879

Kyle and Brynne Hinsdale
One Saturday per month
kbhinsdale@windstream.net; 355-4382

We Care
Thea Kester
Every other Thursday at noon at the Rowdy Rooster
rtkester@windstream.net; 782-4620

Women and Missions (WAM)
Kathy Foulk
2nd Monday monthly at the Rowdy Rooster (April - December)
ofoulks2@windstream.net; 782-4467 or 499-6437

For more information concerning PUMC Discipleship Groups, contact the church
office at 782-4031 or at debbie.johnson@panamaum.org.
You may also contact Jon and Becky Cable, our Discipleship Group Leaders at
543-5050 or at jonbec95@gmail.com.

Discipleship is a lifestyle filled with relationships:
a life of pouring yourself out for others.







CHURCH STAFF
Reverend Steven M. Taylor, Lead Pastor
steven.taylor@panamaum.org
Debbie Johnson, Ministry Coordinator/Admin.
debbie.johnson@panamaum.org
Candy Scarem, Student Ministry Director
candy.scarem@panamaum.org
Julie Nagel, Music Director/Accompanist
Krista Odell, Accompanist
Jody Marsh, Parish Nurse
Robert Burkholder, Custodian
Sandy Crossley, Connections
Joan Monroy, Connections
Dr. Mark and Diane Abbott, Spain
Blog: www.markabbott007.com
Rev. Paul D. Caseman, Alaska

Pastor Steveds Of f

9:00am- Noon: M, T and W

Church Phone (716) 78®31
Church Fax # (716) 782326
Church #nail 8 contact@panamaum.org
Church websitewww.panamaum.org
www.facebook.com/panamaum

ASSt.

Please check the calendar inside for:
weekly meetings and activities
for the month of July.
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Cornerstone District Office
Christ First UMC
Ho u 668 Lakeview Ave.
Jamestown, NY 14701
(716) 6652423
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